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Dear Douglas 
 
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND BILL 
EDUCATION GUIDANCE 
RESPONSES BY SCOTLAND FOR MARRIAGE 
 
1. This letter provides the Committee with an update on the draft education guidance 
and on the responses by Scotland for Marriage which did not reach us. 
 
Education guidance 
 
2. As the Committee will be aware, the Government sought views last year on draft 
guidance on the conduct of relationships, sexual health and parenthood education in 
Scottish schools.   The draft guidance is at 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/7899  
 
3. Education colleagues have met bodies on request and met a further body (the 
National Parent Forum of Scotland) on 14 January. 
 
4. As we have previously indicated, the two main areas which have attracted attention 
are: 
 

  Paragraph 10 on teachers, children and young people not being made to do 
something against their conscience. 

  Paragraph 16 on parental right of withdrawal from specific lessons on sexual health 
education. 

 
5. The Government is now considering the detailed points by those who responded to 
the consultation and by the bodies we have met.   It is going to take us a couple or months to 
consider the details of the points made.    
 
6. At the moment, we are aiming to issue the final guidance towards the end of March 
2014.   
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/7899
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Responses by Scotland for Marriage 
 
7. As you will recall, the Government agreed to analyse responses to consultation on the 
draft Bill which were organised through Scotland for Marriage but did not reach us.  
 
8. We will double-check the exact figures.   However, our initial tally is that 84% of these 
responses followed the standard text prepared by Scotland for Marriage, which we have 
already seen and have taken account of.   The figures (which, as indicated, we will double-
check) are: 
 

 Total responses: 4,253 

 Standard responses: 3,592 (84%) 

 Non-standard responses: 661 (16%) 

 Blank non-standard responses: 19 (around 3% of non-standard responses). 
 
9. The standard text for the Scotland for Marriage responses to the consultation is at 
Annex A of the analysis of the consultation: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/2782/9   
 
10. Annex B of the analysis also showed how many of the responses through 
organisations which we received followed the standard text prepared by the various 
organisations.   Annex B is at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/2782/10       
Of the 2,371 responses we received through Scotland for Marriage, 1,955 (82%) followed 
the standard text.   This is in line with what we have found for the additional responses.  
 
11.  We are now proceeding to analyse the non-standard responses and will write to you 
again shortly. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
SIMON STOCKWELL 
Family and Property Law 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/2782/9
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/06/2782/10

